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For  tho  WAR  CRTTES  OFFICE 

Judge  Advocate  General’s  Denartment  -  War  Depar ement 
United  States  of  America 


In  the  natter  of  the  mistreatment  of  * 
American  Prisoners  of  War  held  by  the  * 
Japanese  at  the  Shanghai  War  Prisoners  * 
Camp  in  January  1944  * 


Perpetuation  of  Testimony 
of  Robert  KcCullcoh  Brorm, 
Serge  .;tt,USMC, 

15C-P.73-6C8 


Ts.keji  at  i 
Date; 
j\  the  Pr< 

Reporters 


Philadelphia  Navr  .  Hospital,  Philadelphia ,  Pennsylvania. 
7  February  1949 

Bernard  J.  McCrory,  Special  Agent,  Security 
Intelligence  Corjs,  Third  Service  Command 
Doris  Wadsworth,  Stenographer,  Philadelphia  Field  Oiiice, 
Security  Intelligence  Corps,  Third  Service  Command 
Bernard  J,  McGrory 


pnestions  bv:  Bernard  J.  McCrory 

Q.  State  your  name,  rank,  serial  number,  and  permanent  homo  address < 

/.  fay  name  is  Robert  McCulloch  Brown.  I  am  a  Sergeant  in  tho  United  States 
Marine  Corps  and  my  Serial  Number  is  MC-273-6C8J  My  permanent  home  address 
is  located  at  74  Elm  Street,  Westfield,  New  Jersey. 

Q,  Describe  your  educational  background, 

A  I  have  completed  approximately  a  year  and.  a  half  at  Nev/  York  University 
taking  various  courses  in  Accountancy.  During  some  of  my  service  in  the 
Marine  Corps,  I  have  been  assigned  to  Public  Relations  nor,:  and  have  had 
some  experience  as  a  newspaper  correspondent. 

Q,  Have  you  recently  been  returned  to  tho  United  Stator  from  ovorsoas? 

A.  Yes.  I  arrived  in  the  United  States  at  the  Port  of  Oakland,  California, 
on  6  October  1945. 

|q.  Wore  yon  a  Prisoner  of  ’Tar? 

A.  Yos. 

Q,  At  what  places  were  you  hold  and  state  tho  approximate  dates. 

1 7*  t  .m«5  captured  by  the  Japanese  on  VTake  Island  on  23  December  1941.  Wo  were 

LA‘  Jold  there  until  12  January  194-7  v-hen  wo  embarked  on  the  vessel  "Nitta 

Naru"  for  Shanghai.  Wo  arrived  at  Shanghai  on  24  January  194?-_  an^jvoro  held 
at  the  Shanghai  War  Prisoners  Comp  from  that  date  until  4  J  ay  19/  SJ  We  wore 
then  takon  to  Pcngtai,  near  Peking,  China,  nhoro  no  renainci  untiTfe  Juno 
1945.  From  that  date  until  7  July  1945,  wo  ./ore  trave.  .Lin^,  finally 
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arriving  at  Branch  »-3,  Hakodate  Far  Prisoners  Carp,  Utashinai,  Hokkaido* 
Japan.  The  P~isonc*’s  of  Far  held  at  this  Camp  assured  charge  of  the  Camp 
on  24  August  194%  but  our  of 'ieial  liberation  did  not  occur  until  16 
September  1945 ,  at  an  airport  near  Yokohama, 

Q.  Fere  there  any  specific  incidents  of  mistreatment  of  American  Prisoners  of 
Far  which  you  can  recall? 


A.  Yes.  [The  incident  which  I  or  about  to  dascribo  occurred  at  the  Shanghai 
TTar  Prisoners  Comp  during  sever; 3  drva  in  January  1944.  The  Japanese  dis¬ 
covered  that  sono  of  the  F-isonors  cf  ^ar  had  managed  to  retain  some 
/merle an  money, and  by  means  of  pro-Amorican  Chinese  employees  at  the  camp, 
mere  exchanging  this  American  money  for  Chinese  dollars  in  Shanghai*  By 
torturing  some  of  the  Chinese  who  carried  on  these  transactions,  the 
Japanese  r/crc  able  to  identify  3omc  of  the  Americans  involved  in  the  matter. 
These.  Americans  included  tho  following  persons; 

Lt,  F.  T.  Foley,  U.  S,  Navy,  a  physician. 

Supply  Sgt.  H.  B.  Stowers,  U,  S,  Marine  Corps, 

Platoon  Sgt,  Joe  li.  Stowe,  U.  S„  Marino  Corps. 

S/Sgt.  John  C,  Mirnick,  U,  S,  Army  Air  Corps. 

Ambrose  Lira,  a  United  States  citizen  of  Chinese 

derivation,  who  had  been  employed  on  Faka  Island, 

Those  men  were  seised  by  the  Japanese,  headed  by  ono  ISHIKAJ'A,  a  civilian, 
and  one  Lt.  MYAZAKI,  a  oamn  officer.  They  were  taken  to  the  administration 
shack  and  were  subjected  to  severe  physical  mistreatment  by  the  Japanese, 

’.Tho  wore  trying  to  make  them  identify  the  personnel  who  had  tho  money. 


Q.  Can  you  describe  the  physical  mistreatment  which  these  men  suffered? 

A.  I  wa 3  not  present,  when  the 30  men  were  subjected  to  this  ordeal,  but  learned 
of  it  later  directly  from  them.  The  men  wero  first  severely  beaten  by 
ISFIHARA  end  HYAZAXI,  Sono  of  these  beatings  consisted  of  being  struck 
with  a  riding  crop  frequently  used  by  I3KIHAPA  to  inflict  discipline  uoon 
tho  prisoners.  After  they  had  been  mauled  in  this  manner,  each  prisoner 
’./as  held  on  the  floor  and  was  forced  to  open  hi3  mouth.  Then,  with  a 
Japanese  holding  the  nrisoner's  nose,  water  wa3  poured  into  the  prisoner's 
open  mouth  until  he  became  unconscious.  The  Japanese  then  slapped  tho 
prisoner's  face  and  throw  cold  v/ator  on  his  body  in  order  to  revive  him. 
This  incident  took  place  in  January  1944  and  the  weather  was  very  cold.  It 
is  therefore  apparent  that  tho  use  cf  cold  v/ator  on  prisoners  under  such 
circumstances  imposed  a  sever 0  shock  upon  their  systems.  These  five  men 
wore  subjected  to  this  treatment  for  twelve  days,  until  tho  Japanese 
finally  docidod  that  additional  mistreatment  would  cause  their  deaths. 

Tho  non  wero  then  hospitalized  and  3atcr  returned  to  dutyTl 
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o.  In  -our  ooinion,  •rhc  m3  rcsponciblo  Tor  t'"'  i  s  mistreatment? 

A.  Unquestionably,  IT’EL'JIA  and  UYAZ/KI  '..-eve  rosponsiblo.  19"  THAT  A  ms  a 
civilian  rork  supervisor  at  the  cacp  and  t/as  in  charge  o_  a  ~;ork  proj -Co, 
vMch  consisted  of  building  a  rifle  range  for  the  J -.panose.  Ho  v:as 
employed  by  tho  Japr  nose  Civil  Service  or  similar  organization.  He  \ic.s 
definitely  sadistic  and  hated  the  American  Prisoners  of  *7ar,  nistroatiig 
them  at  ever1*  opportunity,  No  raa  nichntjaod  “Tho  Beast  of  th j  East."  He 
r.’c.s  about  sixty-eight  inches  tall,  v.r.s  very  cligh’c,  ’'ore  horn-rimmed 
glasses,  and  sometimes  aero  a  mustacho.  He  ••as  able  to  sner.!:  gooc>  English 
and  T«as  narticulavly  familiar  1th  American  slm  It  -as  rumored  that 
ISHaHARA  had  foraorly  been  a  taxicab  driver  in  Honolulu  and  had  become 
proficient  in  the  English  language  in  this  manner, 

I'YAZ/J'I,  uhon  ytc  arrived  at  the  carp,  nas  an  enlisted  man  and  vas  a 
Sergeant  1'ajcr.  Ho  -ever,  he  r.s  later  commissioned  and  became  one  of  tho 
comp  officers.  He  ms  in  charge  of  tho  guard 3  and  also  held  some  adminis- 
trativo  position  over  the  ’.:or!c  detail*  Ho  vras  .also  vor-'  slight  in  stature 
end  build,  and  ras  nic’ciamod  "Tiny  Tir.,"  because  of  his  aopoaraneo.  I 
cannot  adoauntoly  describe  him,  but  recall  that  he  had  a  "baby  face"  and 
vsis  odiously  vci rj  young,  possibly  in  his  early  twenties. 

q.  Do  you  Icioa  tho  locations  of  ony  of  the  five  non  rho  ■..•ere  subjected  to 
this  mistreatment? 

A.  I  do  not  definitely  !nov:  tho  addresses  of  any  of  these  people,  other  than 
Ambrose  Lum,  vhc  resides  at  94-1  “  7th  Avenue,  Honolulu,  ..avail.  All  of 
the  so  non  can  furnish  more  definite  details  concerning  t.  is  incident. 


JzJ_ _ P-OBERT  HefULLOCH  T3RCHI 

Robert  McCulloch  3rovn,  Sgt , ,  USf£3 
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State  of  Pennsylvania  ) 

)  SS 

County  of  Philadelphia) 


I,  Robert  McCulloch  Bro'-n,  of  la,-ful  age,  being  duly  sworn  on  oath  state  that 
I  have  read  th '  foregoing  transcription  of  my  interrogation  and  all  answers 
contained  therein  arc  t  tie  to  th  ■  boat  of  ny  hnowlodge  and  belief. 


Jr  ■'  ROBERT  McCULLOCH  BRO^T _ 

Robert  McCulloch  Brown,  Sgt. ,  USMC 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  no  this  35th  day  of  February  1946. 

/s/  ESTHER  LEVERS _ 

*  NOTARY  PUBLIC 
Ify  coranission  expires  at  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  the 
(SEAL)  Senate. 


C  F  R  Tin  CATE 

I,  Bernard  J.  McCrory,  Special  Agent,  Security  Intelligence  Corps,  Third 
Scrvico  Command,  certify  that  on  7  February  1946,  personally  appeared  before 
me  Robert  McCulloch  Brown,  Sergeant,  United  6cat.es  latino  Corps,  and  gave  tho 
foregoing  answers  to  the  several  questions  set  forth;  that  after  his  testimony 
had  boon  transcribed,  tho  said  Robert  McCulloch  Brown  read  the  sane  and  affixed 
his  signature  thereto  in  my  presence. 


Place:  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania _ [rf  ^T'.!:nD  .T.,  KqCRORY _ _ 

Borrara  J.  Me  'rcry,  Special  Agent 

Daco:  15  February  1946  Security  Intelligence  Corps,  III  S.C, 
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